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the Atlantic, flows across the southern limb of the state for more
than half its course before it becomes in its turn a state boundary.

The heart of the mining region and the most densely peopled
area in Minas Geraes, itself the most populous state in all Brazil,
is situated in a roughly circular district of some 500 miles diameter
in the south-eastern part of the state. It thus lies astride the
saddles between the Sao Francisco Basin and the basins of the
Parana and of the Doce. The most advanced portion of the
region is the extreme southern, a small part of which drains to
the Parahyba and the greater part to the Rio Grande (see Fig. 23).
This section enjoys among other advantages that of being at no
great distance from the sea.

The whole upland region in Minas Geraes and Central Bahia
has a favourable climate, which, however, does not extend without
serious modifications to the lower lying parts of the Sao Francisco
Valley or to the highlands on either side of them. Generally
speaking, the temperature is agreeably warm without being
unpleasantly hot. The rainfall, though tending to the seasonal
and erratic type towards the north, is as a rule sufficient without
being excessive. In short, the prevailing climate in the southern
section is of the humid warm temperate kind, that favours the
growth of forests in the wetter parts and of grasses elsewhere.
Thus the vegetation of this region is varied and resembles very
much that of the whole Brazilian Plateau described above (see
p. 115). On the slopes exposed to the Atlantic in both Minas
Geraes and Bahia tropical forests clothe the mountains practically
to the summits, and similar forests are found on the high serras
that mark off the Sao Francisco and Parana Basins and extend
as " gallery " forests of varying width along the watercourses
elsewhere. In the drier northern regions open forests of a type
known as caatingas begin to appear, in which trees belonging to
the Leguminosae predominate. Between these forests and the
grasslands pure and simple, there are various gradations, but
certain areas in the interior districts, even of this eastern region,
are occupied by thorny scrub and low bush with scattered trees.
These are the " campos cerrados " or closed pasture lands, as
distinguished from the open savannahs or " campos."

In preparing either the campos cerrados or the forest country
for pastures or for crops, it is customary to burn off as much of
the natural vegetation as possible and to repeat the process from
time to time when the original or a degenerate flora re-establishes
itself. In this way great quantities of timber which has little
value at present, but may be needed in the future, are destroyed.
If the population continues to increase in this region as rapidly
as it has done in recent years, the time is not far distant when